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Abstract
War is a significant religious, social, and political phenomenon that has been interpreted
differently by various religious traditions. This research presents a comparative and analytical
study of the concept of war in Jewish Law in the light of the Torah and Talmudic traditions and
compares it with the principles of warfare mentioned in Sahih Hadith. The study examines the
foundations, types, ethical principles, peace agreements, and treatment of non-combatants in
Jewish sources, while also analyzing the justification, conditions, lawful and unlawful forms, and
moral limits of war in the light of Sahith Hadith. Using a comparative and analytical approach,
the research finds that both traditions consider war as a regulated and exceptional act rather than
an unrestricted practice. However, Jewish Law mainly relates war to the history of Israelites, the
Promised Land, divine commands, and religious identity, whereas Sahih Hadith presents war as
a limited measure for defense, removal of oppression, establishment of justice, protection of human
life, and preservation of peace. The study highlights the similarities and differences between the
two religious perspectives and provides an analytical understanding of their concepts of warfare.
Keywords: Jewish Law, Torah, Talmud, War, Sahih Hadith, Comparative Study.
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The wars waged by Joshua to conquer (Canaan) were obligatory in the
opinion of all; the wars waged by the house of David for territorial expansion
were voluntary in the opinion of all; where that differ is with regard to (wars)
against heathens so that these should not march against them. One calls them
commanded and the other voluntary, the practical issue being that one who
is engaged in the performance of a performance of another from exempt is

commandment.(**)
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The rabbis discouraged mass movements that might have instigated a
backlash by the various gentile powers under which the Jews lived after the

destruction of the second Jerusalem temple(*’)
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